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About PICA
Housed in an iconic heritage building in the heart of the Perth Cultural Centre, PICA is Western Australia’s
home of contemporary art. It is a place for WA communities and visitors to the state to experience the very best
of local, Australian and international contemporary visual, performing and interdisciplinary art, all under one roof.
Over its 30-year history PICA has operated as both a producing and presenting organisation, delivering an
annual program of changing exhibitions, seasons in contemporary dance, experimental theatre, new music and
live art as well as a range of artist in residence programs.
PICA works with artists who are trail-blazers, exemplars, innovators and change-makers and often acts as
a site for challenging and timely conversations. Its programs are carefully crafted, ensuring connections are
forged not only between artists and audiences but across art forms, cultures and geographies. For artists,
audiences and other communities it serves, PICA is a source of inspiration, a resource, a meeting and gathering
place, a provocateur and most importantly a partner in the realisation of big and new ideas.

About the Judy Wheeler Commission
The Judy Wheeler Commission is a 10 year site-specific commissioning program established through the
support of the Simpson family, in memory of the late Judy Wheeler. A significant gift of $300,000, the largest
in PICA’s history, will fund an annual commission of a site- specific work by an Australian based visual artist
that responds physically or conceptually to the architecture and history of the PICA building and its site, and
embodies PICA’s spirit of risk and experimentation.
Through the Commission, PICA’s ambition is to activate spaces that visitors enter and move through when they
visit the PICA building, including its entrance lobby, foyer and stairwells. Each commission will be installed for
up to a one-year period, commencing January 2023.
This opportunity is open to all Australian based visual artists, at any stage of their career and whose mediums
might include, but not be limited to, painting, sculpture, sound and video.
PICA is committed to ensuring a diverse representation of artists across the 10 years of the program and
strongly encourages identifying artists to apply, including those that are Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander,
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD), living with a disability, or part of the LGBTQI+ community.

Program Objectives
The objectives of this program are to commission works that:
•
Support and facilitate artists to produce ambitious artistic projects, particularly
those that reflect the diversity of our society;
•
Activate the public spaces through which visitors enter and move through PICA;
•
Are accessible, high-quality and celebrate the breadth and inventiveness of Australian
contemporary arts practices;
•
Physically or conceptually respond to or challenge the architecture and history of PICA’s building and site;
•
Spark curiosity and expand the relevance and reach of contemporary arts experiences.
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PICA sits on the unceded cultural and spiritual homelands of the Whadjuk Nyoongar People, who have cared for this
Country for thousands of years. PICA acknowledges Whadjuk Nyoongar Peoples as the custodians of this place.
We offer our respect and admiration of Elders past, present and emerging, whose knowledge helps us understand
this place in profound and meaningful ways, and whose stewardship continues to keep this place safe for us all.
Proposals engaging with the Nyoongar history of the site must demonstrate cultural consultation. If selected, PICA
will support the artist in seeking further cultural consultation during the development and installation of the work.
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Urban Site Context

The Blue
Room Theatre
State
Theatre
Centre

WA Museum
Boola Bardip

AGWA
Art Gallery
of WA

Francis Street

State Library
of Western
Australia
PICA

Roe Street

PICA sits centrally within the vibrant Perth
Cultural Centre, bordered by 5 other cultural
institutions including WA Museum Boola
Bardip, Art Gallery of WA, State Library of WA,
State Theatre Centre of WA, and the Blue Room
Theatre. The Cultural Centre sits between
Perth’s train station and the entertainment hub
of Northbridge which means a high flow of foot
traffic is directed through the centre.

William Street

Beaufort Street
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PICA Building History
PICA began operating from the James Street building in 1989. The building, which dates from 1896, was for 40
years the Perth Boys’ and Girls’ School. In 1959, the High School closed and the Perth Technical College moved
into the buildings. In the following years, a number of minor changes were made to the building, including
electrical connections and installation of gas heating. In July 1988, the successor of Perth Technical College,
TAFE, vacated the building and it became the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA). In 1991, the building
was refurbished according to revised plans by Donaldson and Warn. On 8 November 1991 the building was
officially opened as PICA.
The PICA building is double storey featuring a clock tower and a large double void over the central galleries.
The building was built in the Federation Free Classical style, externally constructed of red brick and stucco,
with stone trim and corrugated iron roof. The interior of the building is a mix of classic and contemporary
finishes. Some decorative features remain including moulded ceiling plasterwork and arched windows and
stained glass.
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Spaces available for commissioned works
Main Entrance

Foyer

Lift

Reception Desk
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Spaces available for commissioned works
Foyer

Floor Area						37.3 sq m
Total Wall Length (running metres)			
11.8 m
Height of Walls						
3 m (to the lowest ceiling point)

Stairwell

Floor Area						17 sq m
Total Wall Length (running metres)			
14.6 m
Height of Walls						
8.71 m (at the highest ceiling point, first landing)
							6.26 m (second landing)
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Fees
An artist fee of $8,000 will be paid to the selected applicant.
PICA will further support the project by covering:
•
Materials & production budget up to $8,000;
•
Travel costs for 1 artist for a site visit and the installation period;
•
Production & exhibition team support;
•
Marketing & promotion campaigns.

Timeline
Applications Open				
Online Information Session 1			
Online Information Session 2			
Applications Close				
Applicant Notification				
Artwork Development & Fabrication		
Artwork Installation				

4 April 2022
21 April 2022
6 May 2022
29 May 2022
27 June 2022 (week of)
July - December 2022
24 January – 7 February 2023 (dates TBC)

How to Apply
Applications are submitted through the PICA website here.
Before applying review all information in the Info Pack and FAQs.
The following items need to be submitted to apply for the Judy Wheeler Commission:
•
Artist CV (Max 2 x A4 pages)
•
Artwork proposal (Max 2 x A4 pages) addressing:
•		
Artwork concept & medium
•		
Proposed PICA space/s
•		
Key production milestones
•		
How the project responds to the objectives of the Judy Wheeler Commission
•
Visual presentation of proposed artwork (drawing or similar) (Max 5 images)
•
Examples of relevant previous work (Max 5 images)
Please note that PICA may request additional information or clarification from the applicant if shortlisted.
For more information head to our website

Support
•
•
•
•

FAQs can be found on our website here
Online information sessions will be held throughout the application period, see more
info on our website here
If you have any issues with the form or questions outside of the information session please
contact Exhibitions & Residencies Manager here
Please contact exhibitions@pica.org.au if you require an alternative form of submission or require
assistance to complete the application.
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Image Judy Wheeler. Photo supplied.
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Gnarla Boodja Mili Mili (Our country on paper), Aboriginal History WA,
Department of Local Government, Sports and Cultural Industries, 2019.
https://gnarlaboodjamap.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/#/home
Page 4,57
PICA - Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts. Photo: Dan Grant

PICA

Perth Institute of
Contemporary Arts

Perth Cultural Centre
51 James St
Perth, WA 6000
www.pica.org.au
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