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About PICA
Housed in an iconic heritage building in the heart of the Perth Cultural Centre, PICA is Western Australia’s 
home of contemporary art. It is a place for WA communities and visitors to the state to experience the very best 
of local, Australian and international contemporary visual, performing and interdisciplinary art, all under one roof.

Over its 30-year history PICA has operated as both a producing and presenting organisation, delivering an 
annual program of changing exhibitions, seasons in contemporary dance, experimental theatre, new music and 
live art as well as a range of artist in residence programs.

PICA works with artists who are trail-blazers, exemplars, innovators and change-makers and often acts as 
a site for challenging and timely conversations. Its programs are carefully crafted, ensuring connections are 
forged not only between artists and audiences but across art forms, cultures and geographies. For artists, 
audiences and other communities it serves, PICA is a source of inspiration, a resource, a meeting and gathering 
place, a provocateur and most importantly a partner in the realisation of big and new ideas.
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PICA sits centrally within the vibrant Perth 
Cultural Centre, bordered by 5 other cultural 
institutions including WA Museum Boola 
Bardip, Art Gallery of WA, State Library of WA, 
State Theatre Centre of WA, and the Blue Room 
Theatre. The Cultural Centre sits between 
Perth’s train station and the entertainment hub 
of Northbridge which means a high flow of foot 
tra!ic is directed through the centre.
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PICA sits on the unceded cultural and spiritual homelands of the Whadjuk Nyoongar People, who have cared for this 
Country for thousands of years. PICA acknowledges Whadjuk Nyoongar Peoples as the custodians of this place. 
We o!er our respect and admiration of Elders past, present and emerging, whose knowledge helps us understand 
this place in profound and meaningful ways, and whose stewardship continues to keep this place safe for us all. 

Proposals engaging with the Nyoongar history of the site must demonstrate cultural consultation. If selected, PICA 
will support the artist in seeking further cultural consultation during the development and installation of the work.

Site Context
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PICA Building History
PICA began operating from the James Street building in 1989. The building, which dates from 1896, was for 40 
years the Perth Boys’ and Girls’ School. In 1959, the High School closed and the Perth Technical College moved 
into the buildings. In the following years, a number of minor changes were made to the building, including 
electrical connections and installation of gas heating. In July 1988, the successor of Perth Technical College, 
TAFE, vacated the building and it became the Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA). In 1991, the building 
was refurbished according to revised plans by Donaldson and Warn. On 8 November 1991 the building was 
o!icially opened as PICA.  

The PICA building is double storey featuring a clock tower and a large double void over the central galleries. 
The building was built in the Federation Free Classical style, externally constructed of red brick and stucco, 
with stone trim and corrugated iron roof. The interior of the building is a mix of classic and contemporary 
finishes. Some decorative features remain including moulded ceiling plasterwork and arched windows and 
stained glass.  


