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Excursion Management Information 

The following information can help you plan an excursion to Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts 
(PICA) in 2026. PICA is in the Perth Cultural Centre on the lower level of the precinct. In 2026 
pedestrian access through the precinct is limited, with areas fenced off for construction work as 
part of the Perth Cultural Centre Rejuvenation project. During this time, PICA and all the other 
institutions in the precinct can still be accessed by pedestrians and mobility aids. 

Organisation  Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA)  

Venue Address 51 James Street, Perth Cultural Centre, Perth, WA 6000 

Postal Address GPO Box P1221, Perth WA,6844 

Website  www.pica.org.au/learning 

Contact Jenn Garland, Learning & Access Manager-jenn.garland@pica.org.au 

Isaac Huggins, Learning & Access Associate- learning@pica.org.au 

Transport & Parking 

Transport is arranged by the school.  

School Bus Drop off Bays. Charter buses to drop off and pick up students on William Street - in 
two, 5-minute bays for located near the intersection of Roe Street in front of the State Theatre 
Centre of WA; Beaufort Street- adjacent to James Street near the Art Gallery of Western 
Australia (AGWA); and Francis Street - near Gate 3 of WA Museum Boola Bardip. 

Public Transport. CAT (Central Area Transport) provides free bus transport in and around the 
CBD. Perth Train Station is located an easy 2-minute walk from PICA. Please refer to the Perth 
Transperth Journey Planner for train timetables. 

Public Car Parking. Various paid public car parks with ACROD bays are located within a 2–5-
minute walk of PICA Chase at City of Perth Parking (CPP) locations: CPP Citiplace on Roe Street, 
Northbridge near the corner Barrack/ Beaufort Streets, CPP Cultural Centre accessed via Roe 
Street, and CPP Pier Street accessed via Pier Street. 

Venue Directions 

School groups can get to PICA on foot and by using mobility aids along a wide paved walkway 
from James Street cul-de-sac in Northbridge. This is the most direct route if approaching from 
the bus parking zone on William Street. From here enter the lower level of the Perth Cultural 
Centre precinct along a walkway next to Lot Twenty, opposite the Alex Hotel. Follow the 
walkway up to the western entrance of PICA, opposite The Blue Room Theatre.  

https://www.perthculturalcentre.com.au/
https://www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/infrastructure/perth-cultural-centre-rejuvenation
https://www.pica.org.au/learning
mailto:jenn.garland@pica.org.au
mailto:learning@pica.org.au
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If coming from the upper level of the Perth Cultural Centre, or from Beaufort Street bus parking, 
school groups can get to PICA using stairs or a lift. If on foot, walk across the Urban Orchard 
parkland towards the State Theatre Centre of WA. Take the stairs of the Cultural Centre Car 
Park (Roe Street) down from the parkland to the Level 1 rear exit where you’ll find PICA, 
opposite The Blue Room Theatre. For wheelchair access, use the lift at the Eastern entrance of 
the car park opposite Art Gallery of Western Australia down to Level 1 and then use the rear exit 
leading to PICA. 

Educational Purpose of Excursions to PICA 

Our 2026 program of exhibitions and artists-in-residence showcases the very best of local, 
Australian and international contemporary art. Excursions to PICA create pathways for learning 
across The Arts, HASS and Technologies, through encounters with cutting-edge, cross-
disciplinary exhibitions aligned with Australian Curriculum.  

Through direct engagement with contemporary art and artists, students will: 

• Deepen their understanding of identity, Australian histories and cultures, place and space, 
and diverse perspectives, building awareness of the breadth of lived experiences, and ways 
people express and interpret their world. 

• Explore artistic intentions and ways artists express meaning, represent ideas respond to 
personal, social, cultural and historical contexts. 

• Experience artforms that cannot be replicated in the classroom, such as immersive, time-
based, site-specific and installation works that invite sensory, physical and spatial 
engagement. 

• Encounter innovative materials, processes, ideas and technologies, broadening their 
knowledge of what contemporary art can be and the possibilities of creative 
experimentation. 

• Analyse and respond to artworks in a professional gallery environment, considering how 
artworks relate to each other, the spaces they occupy and the audiences they engage. 

• Strengthen links between classroom learning and real-world creative practice, reinforcing 
curriculum concepts through direct observation and experience. 

• Gain insight into creative industries and future pathways, including the diverse professional 
roles that bring exhibitions, programs and artistic projects to life. 

• Develop essential 21st-century capabilities, including critical and creative thinking, digital 
literacy, personal and social capabilities, and intercultural understanding-skills that support 
them to become confident, active and informed citizens. 

• Engage with cross-curriculum priorities, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Histories and Cultures, Asia and Australia's Engagement with Asia, Sustainability and Digital 
Literacy, through artworks that prompt connection, reflection and inquiry. 

 Access and Inclusion 

PICA is committed to providing a welcoming, inclusive environment supported by facilities, 
services and programs that meet a wide range of access needs. 

Customisable Excursion Experiences. We offer tailored exhibition tours and creative learning 
activities for students of all ages. Programs can be adapted to support specific curriculum links 
as well as the needs, abilities and interests of your group. 
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Please advise us of any students with accessibility requirements or sensory needs (including 
Education Support and EALD learners) so we can ensure their visit is as enjoyable and 
meaningful as possible. 

Artwork Content Suitability. Supervising educators will be informed of any sensitive or 
triggering content when making bookings with our team, through online educator briefings and 
through clear signage, including specific descriptions where relevant. If you have questions 
about content suitability, please contact jenn.garland@pica.org.au 

Sensory Environment (Lighting, Sound & Scents). Gallery spaces vary in lighting levels, with 
some areas bright, while others are dark. Spotlights may create reflections or glare. Sound from 
artworks may carry throughout the building, and some artworks may include scents or smells. A 
sensory map of the exhibition spaces can be accessed from our team at the front desk or when 
making a booking. Clear warnings will be provided for artworks that include flashing, strobe or 
flickering light. Please let us know if your group has sensory sensitivities so we can help plan a 
suitable tour route and experience. 

Sensory-Friendly Sessions. Sensory-friendly visits can be arranged on request, offering a 
calmer environment designed to support children and adults with specific sensory needs. 

Toilets & Baby Change Facilities. Accessible toilets with handrails and baby change facilities 
are available on the first floor of PICA. Please note that the bathroom door is manual. 

Guide & Assistance Dogs. Guide and assistance dogs with full access rights are warmly 
welcomed. 

Tactile Tours. During each exhibition season, PICA partners with DADAA—WA’s leading 
disability arts organisation—to deliver tactile tours for blind and vision-impaired visitors. 

Large-Format Text. Large-print versions of exhibition resources are available at the front desk. 

Wheelchair Access. An in-house wheelchair is available for visitor use. Please call 9228 6300 
to book prior to your visit. 

 
Supervisory Team 

Duty of care remains with the school who is responsible for providing an appropriate 
supervisory team.  The supervisory team should remain with the group for the duration of their 
visit and are responsible for specific requirements of students, and for intervening if student 
behaviour is inappropriate. It remains the responsibility of supervisor to ensure head counts are 
conducted. 

PICA has no limit on group sizes but recommends 15-20 as an ideal number of students per 
group. Large groups exceeding 25 students can be accommodated by splitting into two smaller 
groups. 

Recommended student/staff ratios are: 
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• At least one teacher/ adult for every 15 students in K- year-1. 

• At least one teacher/adult for every 20 students in Years 2-12. 

• At least one teacher/adult for every 25 tertiary level students. 

• Any groups of over 25 students require at least two teacher/adult supervisors. 

PICA’s staff are positioned around the building and may assist you during your excursion.  

Please be aware that members of the public and other schools may be visiting the building at the 
same time as your school. 

 

Teacher Preparation Guide  

Before the Visit. To ensure a smooth and meaningful excursion, we recommend that the 
teacher-in-charge, or supervisor: 

• Visit the exhibition or talk with our team to understand the artworks and exhibition layout. 

• Review PICA’s online learning resources to support classroom learning. 

• Communicate key information the supervisory team. 

• Prepare students using our visual story and student guide of what to expect in the gallery. 

During the Visit. PICA staff will greet you and provide a short introduction about the exhibition, 
facilities and behaviour expectations. Please ensure students: 

• Cloak school bags at Front of House. 

• Keep a safe distance from artworks and only touch when signage or staff indicate it’s ok. 

• Keep voices low and be mindful of other visitors. 

• Avoid clustering around one artwork or space. 

• Walk at all times—running is not allowed. 

• Do not eat or drink in the gallery (water bottles permitted). 

 

Identification of Excursion Participants 

Schools are responsible for selecting an appropriate method of identifying students and school 
staff. It is preferable, but not essential, that students wear their school uniforms. 

 

Communication Strategies 

It is the responsibility of the school group to ensure appropriate methods of communication 
amongst the group have been established. 

PICA staff will be responsible for communicating with the audience, including school groups, via 
emergency management systems in the instance of an evacuation. 

https://pica.org.au/online-resources/
https://pica.org.au/visual-story-to-access-pica/
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PICA has normal mobile phone reception, and we recommend that the school supervisory team 
have mobile phones for use during the excursion. 

 

COVID-19 Safety 

The safety of our patrons and staff is our main priority at PICA. All visitors are asked to follow 
the current WA State Government COVID-19 Guidelines. 

If you are feeling unwell with cold/flu symptoms, we ask that you stay home and follow the 
latest State Government guidelines around testing and isolating. 

Hand sanitizing stations are located throughout our venue for your use. 

Emergency Response Plan 

Schools will have their own Emergency Response Plan considering the specific needs of their 
students. Schools must ensure an appropriate supervisory team to further support these 
procedures. In the event of a site emergency, school supervisory teams are responsible for 
managing the movement of students under the direction of venue staff. 

PICA advises school staff to have access to a list of names of participating students, contact 
telephone numbers, student medical information and relevant health information of supervisors. 

All PICA staff are trained in evacuation procedures, and our priority is to ensure the safety of 
our visitors. For further information, please contact jenn.garland@pica.org.au 

PICA has an Emergency Response Plan which can be provided upon request, detailing: 

• Evacuation procedures and assembly areas. 

• Emergency equipment and phone numbers.  

• Emergency alert signals and alarms. 

Photography 

Photography in the galleries is for personal, non-commercial purposes only. Please request 
prior permission if you wish to use flash photography or tripod. We love to see photos of your 
visit – you can email them to info@pica.org.au or tag us on social media with @pica_perth and 
#picaperth.  

PICA staff may request photographs of school groups for marketing and communications 
purposes. Photography of this nature will not be undertaken without signed image release 
forms. Please note that photographing or recording the Gallery guide’s talk is not permitted 
unless you have asked for their permission.  

External Provider Information 

All PICA staff who supervise students in workshop settings have a current Working with 
Children Check. Our public liability insurance limit is $20 million and we are insured by Ansvar 
Insurance Limited.  Our Certificate of Currency can be downloaded from our website. 

Other Relevant Details 

PICA’s galleries are open to schools: Monday - Friday, 10am - 4pm  

mailto:jenn.garland@pica.org.au
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/7ahvstv0fzek5satrh1md/Emergency-Response-Plan-2026.pdf?rlkey=lh7ihl0c7ccj0j3zs9nhutsan&st=ku0dtrrq&dl=0
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Please contact us to make a booking on 9228 6300, Monday - Friday, 9.30am - 5pm 
Our postal address is: G.P.O. Box P1221, Perth, WA, 6844  

If you require any additional information or wish to discuss any aspect of your visit, please 
contact our Learning & Access Manager – jenn.garland@pica.org.au or visit our website: 
www.pica.com.au. 

This information is valid until 31 December 2026 

 

 

http://www.pica.com.au/

